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SHORT AND USEFUL 

UPOH 

DUELLING, 

WHICH 

Shotdd be in the hanii qf nery Perton toAo it UtAk t9 

reteioe 

A CHALLENGE, OR AN OFFENCE. 



fFifh AAksa to Seconds, bv an OJSrer Du^Ifing Jneo- 

doioty and other uUfrestxng DoewmeuU, 



** An I know not the momeiit I may reeeire a Chal- 
lenge, or an Oflence, and as a timely preparation of my 
mind mnut give me the advantage of my Advenraiy, I 
will now ^Ive the t(ubject of Duelline a dispaMinate 
consideration, and carefully treasure Tor an angry ■»>- 
went, the nseful reHectionn of a tranquil out." 
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To the Mothers^ Sisters, Wives, and 
Daughters of the Nation which he loves, 
as well as to all those whom at pay 
period of his life he may have injured 
or insulted ; and to those who may have 
injured ox insulted him, these pages 
are, with very great sincerity and satis- 
faction, inscribed by 

JOSEPH. 

Annadale Cottage, PhUipsbuigh 
A?enue, near DiiMin. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The Author conceiving that he coidd 
not render a more valuable service to 
society, than by condensing into a very 
narrow compass, the most prevailing 
arguments which have been adduced 
against a desolatbg vice, 1^ bestowed 
considerable attention upon the subject 
of Duelling;. and is encouraged to be- 
lieve that his very humble labours have 
not been entirely misapplied. 

He found that the generality of works 
upon this subject, were either toQiroIu* 
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minous, or too expensive ; and in fifteen 
minutes reading, he has endeavoured to 
convince a generous and chivalrous peo- 
ple, that the death of a fellow-citizen 
is equally injurious to the survivor's hap. 
piness, the public good^ and the immor- 
tal visitent of ** that bourne from whence 
no traveller returns/' 

If he should contribute to preserve a 
single life, or to discourage by a pre- 
cept, what he has too frequently pro- 
moted by example, hie feels that at least 
he shall not be wholly unrepaid. 

As so trifling a production would not 
justify the expense of advertising it, he 



INTRODUCTION. ix, 

will feel obliged by any co-operation 
which he may experience in promoting 
the extensive circulation of these pages ; 
and the publicity of the several works 
which are announced at the end. 

As these works are not intended for 
immediate publication, the transmission 
of interesting documents, or other com- 
munications calculated to encrease their 
value, will be very gratefully acknow- 
ledged, if sent (iree of postage) to the 
care of M. Poole, Esq. Patent Ofl&ce, 
No. 4, Old-square, Lincoln' s-lnn, Lon- 
don ; or to the Author, at Annadale Cot- 
tage, Phillipburgh- Avenue, near Dublm. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Part of the profits on this work will 
)>e appropriated towards paying for a 
Press and Tjpes, for printing such cheap 
Tracts as are best calculated to abate 
Duelling, Suicide, National Divisions, 

Should these pages fall into the hands 
of any Ladies or Gentlemen who may 
be disposed to co»operate In such a be« 
neroleni undertaking, their donations or 
tabscriptioDs may be paid to any of the 
Protestant or Roman Catholic Prelates 
of the United Kingdom ; — to Messrs. 
Caslon and Catherwood, Type-founders, 
C'hiswell-street, London — ^to the Printer 
of the present Work, or to its Author. 



BOMB SHORT 

AND USEFUL REFLECTIONS UPON 

DUELLING. 



As I know not the moment 1 may leeeiTe a 
challenge;, or an offence— and as a timely prepa- 
ration of my mind must give me the advantage of 
my adversary^ I will now give the subject of 
Duelling a dispasiionate consideration ; and care* 
fully treasure for an angry moment^ the useful 
reflections of a tranquil one. 

The advocates for the custom all^ in Its de- 
fence, that it places all gentiemen upon an e<{ual 
footing ; and that according to the prevailipg no- 
tions of ^worldly honor^ a dialleDge cannot be re* 
fnsedy or an insult overlooked. 



It KSFLECTIONS 

Not one o/ these^ I beliere, ha« ventured to 
ftsserty that it is consistent witli either law^ mora- 
lity, or religion; but that it Is contrary to all 
these three, as well as to common sense and real 
honor/ has been alleged by numbers. 



*Two oflloen sought the penniBsion of GnsUvns, 
Kingof Sweden, to fight a dnel. "Gentlemen,*' e&id be, 
*<yoii shall fight until one of yon expire : and do yon,** 
said he, turning to the Provost ** at that instant hang 
the survivor." Tlds indnocd the officers to implore his 
pafdon, and be reconciled. 

Joseph II. wrote the following letter to one of hi 
Generals, in At^ost, 1771 ; " I desire yon to arre 
Count K. and Captain W. immediately. The Coo 
is of an imperious eharacter, proud of his birih, a 
full of false ideas of honor. Captain W. who is 
old soldier, thinks of settling every thing by the sw 
or the pistol. He has done wrong to accept a chall 
flrom the young Count. I will not suflbr the pra< 
of duelling in my aroD^ ; and I despise the afguc 
of those who seek to justify it. I have a high ei 
ibr officers who expose themselves courageously 
enen^, and who on all occasions shew themsr 
trepid, valiant, and determined, in attack as 
in defence. The indiflbrence with' which il 
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That dneUing is contrary to oommon tense has 
been insisted on for the following reasons. 



denth ia honourable to tbemselvw, mud OMfid to Ht/Ar 
conntr J ; but then are men ready to saDorlfiee every 
thing to aspirit of revenge and hatred. I despise tbem ; 
rach men, in my opinion, are worse than Roman gU- 
dlators. 

Let a Gonnoil of war be summoned to try these two 
oAoers, with all the impartiality which I demand from 
every judge ; and let the most culpable of the two be 
made an example of by the rigour of the law. 

I am resolved that this barbarous custom, which is 
worthy the age of Tamerlane and Bajazet, which is so 
often iatal to the peace of families, shall be punished 
and suppmssed, though it should cost me half my 
officers. There will be still left men who can unite 
bravery with the duties of faithful suljjects. I wish 
tnx none who do not respect the laws of the connlry. 

JOSEPH." 
The great Fredeiick of Prussia, a wise and heroic 
sovereign, was equally strict upon this subject. He 
used to observe, that every state of Chriartendom should 
nnite in refusing an asylum to the murderous duellist 
and in submitting personal qoarrels to the arbitration 
of proper judges. 

Lotdsthe Xiy^ laboured so successfully in correcting 
this a.bominable custom, that it was recorded on hk 
tomb, in the following words. 



U: 



I! 
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First, It cannot place the combatants upon 
equal footing^ for all men ha?e not equal ner 



*\ Duelling abolished^ and two seas joined." 

AugUAtns, king of Poland, decreed ainongnt ol 
Ihings, that persons of a certain rank, if killed i 
duel, should be hung upon the gallows by the comn 
hangman ; that persons who should kill their anta 
nists should have their swords broken, their heads 
olf, and their bodies buried without the chnrch-yi 
If of the meaner rank, to ht hanged, and left in t 
state until they should become putrid. 

In China, a man who kills his adversary is Strang 
for Ms offence, and this species of death is conside 
highly disgraoefol. 

lo the time of Joseph the II. the punishment, 
Germany, for killing an adversary, was thirty ye 
imprisonment and the chain, which allowed no m 
liberty than what was actually necessary for the i 
tions of the body, this was the puni>hment of 
worst criminals « 

In Bavaria a law was passed, by which both prin 
pals and seconds were liable to be hanged, and th 
bodies buried with the vilest criminah^, even thou 
no blood should have been shed by the combatants. 
' Morse informs us, that the first quarrel fought 

New England was with sword and dagger, that be 
the combatants were wounded, that they were tr: 
for the offence, found guilty, and sentenced to remi 
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eight, 01 size, and some can slit a dooeD In^tets 
on a sabre's edge, or send Uiem through a key- 



twent>->hoQTS with their hands and feet tied tc^etbef 
without meat or drink. 

The didgrace attached to the crime of daelling, in 
each of these plaeee produced the happiest effects, and 
Kince the lamented death of General Hamilton in the 
the United States of America, an Antidnelling Associ- 
ation has been formed at New York, which amongst 
others, has adopted the following -rissdlntions. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, viewing 
with alarm the increase of the practice of duelling, 
desirous of opposing to its farther prevalence the 
strongest lawful resistance, and,'perBiiaded that a proper 
use of the right of sufflrage will have a powerful effect 
in discountenancing and banishing it, do hereby unite 
onrselves into an association, to be called the Antidn- 
elling Ayociation of New York, and do by our signa- 
tures hereunto annexed solemnly pledge onnelves to 
each other, not to vote at any election for anynnan, 
who, from current fame, or our own private conviction* 
we shall believe to have sent, accepted, or carried a 
eballMige to fight a duel ; or to have been in any wise 
concerned in promoting a duel, or acting as second or 
surgeon therein, after the date hereof. 

Simple subscription to the above agreement, without 
regard to political or religious connexion, shall conJVtt* 
tute mejnbership in this atsooifttiop^" 
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hole,* while others could not wound an elephant 

in an hundred efforts. 

Sedtmd, It is as imprudent to give a man, who 
has already wronged me, an opfXNrtunity of doing 
me a further injury, as it would to trust with one 



Of this society Colonel LoomiswM secretary, and it 
lus had a powerful inflaenee in the correction of the 
▼ice. If s«ch societies were formed in these islands, if 
women would exclude duellists from sQoiety, if the 
clergy of every sect were to preach against the prvctice. 
If legislators, magistrates, judges, jurors, and wit- 
nesses were to discharge their duties to the puhlic with 
fidelity, the land would cease ta be stained with humaa 
Llood unprofltably shed in private quanels, and the 
peace of society would not ko frequently be interrupted 
by the cries of the widow and the orphan. 

* Some men, with unparalleled absurdity, receive the 
fire of the persons they have ii^ured. They conceive 
It necessary to give this proof of their spirit, lest their 
confession of an error, or their apologixing for an 
offence, should be attributed to the want of courage; 
but why should a man think it necessary to shew the 
world he is brave, if he be conscious himself that he 
Teallyisso? * 
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liiousand pounds a person who had already ran 
*way with ten.* 

Thirds If my adversary be a worthless man, I 
shall degrade my own character effectually by 
placing it upon a ierel with his ; and if, on the 
contrary, he be an estimable character, I should 



• ** If," sayB a celebrated writer, *' having seized a 
tnan who murdered my wife, I should carry him before 
a tribunal and demand justice, what shonld we think 
of the judge, if he should order that the criminal, and 
I ahonld cast lota which of us should be hanged ? la 
the case of duelling the public is the judge." 

Death is not sufficient to deter men who make it 
their glory to despise it ; but if every one that fopght 
A duel was to stand in the pillory, it would quickly 
lessen the number of those imaginary men of honor, 
and put an end to so absurd a practice. When honor 
is A support to virtuous principles, and runs parallel 
with the laws of God and our country, it cannot bs too 
much cherished and encouraged; but when the dictates 
of honor are contrary to those of religion and equity, 
they are the greatest depravatioos of human nature, 
by giving wrong, ambitions, and false ideas of what 
i« good and laudable ; and should therefore be exploded 
by all governments, and driven out as the bane «ni 
plague of human society^" 
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not stand upon a nice punctilio with him^ wbifo 

h« is under the influence of a momentaiy fever* 

Duels for private quarrels were so repugnant 
to common sense, that they were not practised bf 
the Greeks, Romans, or other civilized nations of 
antiquity. They were never known in the British 
Islands till after the reign of Henry VIII. Thoogh 
public combats, with permission of the oouH^ 
were sometimes fought before that time. 

The Eqglish borrowed the custom from the 
French, but it would be as ridiculous to perpetu- 
ate it, as it would to continue the tetes, systems^ 
hoop-petticoats, and other exploded monstrositiea 
of past ages. 

If I engage in a duel the chances of escaping 
with my life are very few indeed. Mr. Gilchrist, 
a modem writer, mentions one hundred and 
sevMity-two combats, in which sixty-three indivi- 
duals were killed, and nlnety-sfac wounded. Iq 
three of those cases both the combatants were 
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abda, and eighteen of the surriTon reoeiYedthe 
senteDoe of the laws which they had transgreMed. 
What a de^rate lottery is this for a man to 
hazard rapotation, life, or limb in ! DoubHess in 
the one hundred and seventy-two cases to which 
he has alluded^ many a fine young man had lost 
his life^ and destroyed the happiness of his fiunily, 
for the salce of some unhi^py female^ or in a 
drunken quarreL 

It is more imprudent to chastisei at the hazard 

of my life, the abuse, rudeness, or injustice of 

any person, let his rank or character be what it 

may, than it would to soil my hands by throwing 

dirt at ill-reared boys who had done the same to 

me, or to discontinue my journey on a well trained 

horse, for the purpose of chastising the common 

curs which run and bark at him upon the pubUe 

roads — ^particularly when the nation's laws are 

open for redress.* 

• Doctor Johnson asys, ** He who resigns his peace 
to little essnalties, sad nSkn the eonrse of his lift to 
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If I must keep the society of fools and mad* 
jnen, or of rude and ignorant persons, I should, 
even in charity to them, endeavour to pieaenr^ 
ray temper. " The best revenge," says Maicos 
Aurelius Antoninus, " is not to be like them.'' 
Contradictions, abuse, or bad reports, which a|ig 
in general the occasion oi a challenge, are either' 
merited or they are not. If deserved, I should 
only quarrel with myself for my own folly ; I 
€hould acknowledge my fault, . and carefully re- 
ibrm my conduct, for it is not beneath any man to 
confess his fault, and attempt a reparation of the 
jnjuiy he occasions to the humblest fellow*crea* 
ture ; but to seek the life of him whom I have 
already injured is barbarous in the extreme. 

As the practice has arisen from mistaken 



beinterniptedby fortuitous inadvertencies or offences, 
•delivers himself up to the direction of the winds, and 
loses all that constancy and equanimity, which consu- 
late the chief praise of a wise man." 
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notions of fidse and lesl honour, it may be well 
to consider what true honour is.* 

It is deriTed fiom pious and patriotic actions;, 
and is generally the sentence of the wise and 
Tirtuoosy pronounced iqion the citizen whose 
conduct squares with the laws, morals, and 
rdigion of his country. Cicero says, ** It is the 
concurring commendation of good meo, and the 
impartial testimony of those who judge rightly 
concerning what is truly Yirtuous." Plato says, 
" Honour is to search for and follow what is best, 
and to contrive how the worst things may be 
turned unto good.'' 

The Romans built the Temple of Honour 
within that of Virtue, to shew that no person 
should enter the former, who had not preTiousIy 
passed through the latter. 



* In the school of worldly honour men only le&rn 
to pay their gambling debts in preference fo their 
tradesmen, and to measur* the ni^tare of an afl^«t 
in order to avenge it. 
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Intrigue or accident may deprive a good mui 
of bis reward in this world until after his decease, 
but the odour of his memory will be sweet, and 
his name will be venerated by future generation^ 
when the intriguer shall have perished, or the 
accident is properly explained. 

True honour has been (he same in all ages, and 
is not dependent upon the changeable fashions or 
opinions of mankind. 

Duelling is inconsistent with true honour, /or 
it is opposed to the opinions of the wise and vfr* 
tuous portion of mankind, as well as to the laws 
and religion of every state in Christendom. 

If indeed a man were to associate with bravoet, 
he might justly be apprehensive of their scorn, 
for refusing to fight the fellow ruffian with whom 
he had q^uarrelled;* but if his predilection have been 



The individaals who composed the celebrated Hell. 
Hre club in Dublin, about the close of thjB last jcentury. 
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invariably for dvilized society, a respectful sub- 
mission to the laws and religion of bis country can 
have no otber tendency than that of encreasing 
the general good opinion of bis conduct. 

Magnanimity, fidelity, justice, and generosity 
have ever been considered as good titles to true 
honour. The Roman Lucretia committed an 
offence against purity, lest that purity should be 
questioned, and the duellist, to avoid the charac- 
ter of a coward, * which only the worthless would 



were obliged to qnallfy tliemselvee for that honorable 
community, by the murder of a man by duel. AnU 
Voltaire says there were troops of Gendarmes in France, 
into which no person was admitted who had not fought 
at Ia>t one duel, or refused to take an oath that he 
would figKt within the year. 

• As a proof that duelling is not always a proof of 
real courage, it is related that during the German war, 
an officer serving under the Duke of Cumberland was 
ob>erved to evince very great cowardice in every en* 
gagement ; yet he was remarkable for a quarrelsome 
disposition, and scarcely a week elapsed in which he 
did not fight a duel > which occasioned his Royal 
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confer, pursues the yeiy conduct of one, bf 
neglecting to withstand a prejudice which is di»- 
gracefiil to the age in wliich we Hve. The chaste 
Susanna preferred the accusation to the com mission 
of a crime, and some of the bravest ofiScers in 
Cliristendom have set examples to those wlio may 
l)e placed in similar circumstances. 

Marsliali Turenne, one of the most celebrated 
generals whom the worid has produced^ knowing 
that the state alone should have the direction and 
benefit of his valour^ enclosed to his sovereign a 
challenge which he received.* And Colonel 

HighnMs to exclaim, ** It is an extraordinary oiroam- 
stance that I have under my command one of the 
rankest cowards, and yet there is not a man who dar«i 
to tell him so. 

* Sir Francis Bacon related a story of two Tnrks of 
qnality, who fought a duel in which one of them was 
killed, and the survivor reproved by the Council of 
Bassas, in the following words, " How durst you un» 
dertake to fight one with the other ? are there not 
Christians enough to kill ? did yon not know that 
whether of you should be slain the loss would be tlio 
Grand Seignior's." 
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Gttitfiiier'ft replyy upon a similar oocasioii, has 
conferred more honoor on his DBme, than the 
taking of an hundred cities could possibly have 
done. 

** My conntry claims nyaeTvice, but no law 
Bida me in Folly's cause my sword to draw ; 
I fear not man, nor devil, bnt, tho' odd, 
I'm not ashamed to own I fear my Gh>d."* 



* Sir Walter Raleigh was long celebrated as a du- 
ellist, and, after killing several of his adversaries, be- 
ioame so shocked at the barbarity of the custom, that 
iie determined he would not fight another duel. Hav- 
ing engaged in a warm dispute with a young man at 
4k o<^ee bouse, the latter had the imprudence to spit in 
the face of the veteran, who, instead of chastising him 
in the usual manner with his sword, calmly took his 
handkerchief from his pocket, wiped his face, and said, 
^* Could I as easily wipe the stain of killing you from 
my conscience, as I can this spit from my face, yon 
should not live a moment." The youth was so forcibly 
«truck with the dignity of Sir Walter's behaviour, that 
lie immediately begged his pardon. 

Captain Douglas, a brave Scotchman, was playing 
trio-trae with a very intimate young friend at a Parisian 
ooflte-hoose, in the presence of several French officers. 
Xb the oooTte of a friendly dispute, Douglas said, « ob^ 

c 
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The eulogium of both has been written by ihe 
wisest of maokind. *' It is the glory of a man to 
pass over a transgression. He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty, and be that 
ruleth his spirit than he that ruleth a city.'' ProT. 
xiv. and xvl. 

Napoleon's courage I believe has never yet 
been questioned, yet when he received a challenge 



what a story 1" An immediate murmur amongst the 
bye-standers compelled tbe young man to feel the aflfk-ont 
as if the lie had been given to him. He flung the tables 
at the Captain's head, and becoming instantly sensible 
of his imprudence, as well as the apparently desperate 
consequences to himself and his valued friend, he sat 
fetupified with shame and sorrow. Douglas, turning 
to the spectators, said, '* You think I am now ready 
to cut the throat of that unfortunate young man, bat 
I know at this moment he feels anguish a thousand 
times more keen than any my sword could inflict, 
will embrace him thus, and try to reconcile him to hin 
self. But I will cut the throat of that man amongi 
you who shall dare to breathe a syllable against v 
honour.-' An old Chevalier de St. Louis cried Bra 
and all the company immediately echoed the a pur 
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to fight a duel; he treated the communication with 
a good humoured leproof.* 

If it were eren allowable to punish an ag- 
gressor, it could not be either just, or generous to 
visit the heaviest of all human punishments for 
an offence perhaps of the most trifling nature, 
and to take upon myself the treble office of party, 
judge, and executioner. Surely there should be 
some proportion between the crime and the 
punishment. 

If a man commit murder, his punishment is 
only death, and shall a life be sought in satisfac- 



• The brave Sir Sidney Smith, during the «iege of 
Acre, mnta message to Napoleon, who replied, that if 
the gallant knight wished to amnse himself, he would 
chalk oat a few yards of neutral ground, and send 
bim a grenadier, whose size should encrease* the chances 
of being hit, and that if Sir Sidney shot his representa- 
tive, the victory should be acknowledged by himself; 
but he had at that time too much business upon his 
bands, in directing the physical energies of bis coun- 
tJI^, to indulge in the amusements of aschool-bo^. 
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Hon for an ofifensive expressioD> whidi was used 
eitlier in anger or in liquor. 

When stripes were deserved under the Mosaic 
law, God forbid that more than forty blows should 
be given to any man ; and the Jews, anxious to 
be rather on the side of mercy, never exceeded 
thirty-nine; but the duellist would inflict the 
highest punishment upon his unlbrtimate antago* 
aist. 

If rough language and ill usage be not deserved^ 
the shame really lies at the door of the persoa 
who has resorted to them, for every person who 
has common sense values a man upon his personal 
merits, and will not condemn him because of the 
incivilit}', ill-nature^ or malice of another. Nei- 
ther will they expect he should teach good 
manners to those who want them, as the world 
would afiford him plenty of employment in that 
way. The injured person may vindicate his 
character by evidence, or a statement of bis case ; 
but challenging the aggressor will not do it, foy 
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the guilty are more ready to fight duels than the 
innocent. 

Duelling is against the interests of myself, my 
femily, my country, its morals, and religion.* 

I may receive a wound, which may render life 
a burden to me, or deprive a parent, brother. 



•Tvro Gentlemen, residing in the county of Longfoid, 
having proceeded with their seconds to fight a duel in 
the neighbouring county of Rofcommon, were sud- 
denly seized by the peasantry, deprived of their arm:*, 
and obliged to pledge their honoorthat they would not 
violate the laws of their country and religion, before 
they were permitted to depart. What a noble example 
for the imitation of Christendom! 

Mr. Hardiman, in his History of Galway, very pro- 
perly remarks, that the custom of duelling is rather 
singular for being so general among a people well 
known to be religious by habit. Thu ingenuous Iiisto- 
rian, however, assures ns, that as civilization advances, 
it is observable this practice is gradually declining. 

"The County of Galway," says Miss Edgewortb, 
" was formerly famous for snoh fighting gentlemen an 
Blue-blaze-devil Bob, Nineteen-duel Dick, Hair-trigger 
Pat, and Feather-spring Ned ;' but these honourable 
agoomens would no longer be cited with triumph by 
Mcieat families ; they are sinking fast into oblivion. 
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upon the morals of his nation^ and as I respec 
those morals^ I should not inflict a wound upoi 
them hy my own example. 

But if duelling be offensive to common sense 
the interests of myself^ my family^ my country 
and its morals, — bow much more offensive muf 
it be before that Almighty Being> into whos 
sacred presence I would rashly rush. 

He who Idlls another offers violence to th 
Almighty, robs him of his image, destroys hj 
work, and lessens the honour paid to him. Murde 
was the first ofience forbidden, when seren pre 
cepts were given to Noah, and these precepts h 
was bound to recommend to his posterity; il 
prohibition has frequently been repeated, and a 
actions which led to its commission were declare 
crimes, subject to the infliction of punishment, b 
the Mosaic law. Murder is sacrilege of the ver 
highest nature, for man has been described as th 
temple of his God. It is called a crying sio 
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because it calls to Heaven for Tengeanee. Such 
'Estrange and miracoloos discoveries of blood have 
taken place^ that it is erident '* Harder, though 
it hare no tongue, will ^leak with most miraca* 
lousoigan.'' 

" Surely the blood of yoor lives will I require," 
saith the head, " at the hand of every man's 
brother will I require the life of man ; whoso 
sheddeth man's Mood, by man shall his blood be 
shed, for in the image of God created he 
man." * ' 

There was no sacrifice appointed for it, as for 
other sins ; neither was there any sanctuaiy or 
place of refuge to which the murderer might flee. 
Even Moses or Joshua had not authority to pardon 
it, or to dispense with anyportion of the prescribed 
chastisement, as all recompense or satisfaction for 
the life of a murderer was forbidden by the Lord. 
Num. XXXV. 31. Lest the magistrate should 
neglect to enforce the punishment^ it was declared 



n\ ! 
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that the land could not be cleansed from 
blood shed in it^ but by the blood of him ^ 
shed it. When one was slain^ the adjoining 
\ras to make a solemn purgation. No kil 
was justified except, First, by order of the ma 
txate, after an impartial trial; Secondly, in ^ 
and, Thirdly, in one's own and necessary defei 
when there was neither time nor opportunit 
seelcing protection from the government, or 
flight. Three years of famine were endure 
the time of David, for the blood of th^ Gibeoi 
which his predecessor Saul had shed unjustly, 
the scourge was not removed until seven of Ss 
o£&pring were executed for his crime. 

David was forbid to build the temple of Jer 
lem, because he was a man of blood ; and J{ 
cursed the cruel wrath of his own sons, Sim 
and Levi, because in theu* anger they had sla 
man. 

Pbilo says, '< If any should set upon ano 
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ith his sword^ intending to kill him^ be H 
lilty of murder^ though he do not succeed ; not 
ill it excuse him that his attempt was frustrated, 
id therefore he deser\'edl7 sufiereth the same 
inishment. So, if any who dare not make an 
yen attack, shall lie in wait and deceitfully work 
le death of another, he is an execrable villain, 
>Unted in his mind ; for as we count not only 
lem enemies, who fight us actually by armies on 
nd, and by navies at sea, but also all those who 
lake their ofTensiTe preparations, and who ad* 
moe their warlike engines before our gates and 
uUs, though as yet no formal attack has been 
lade, — so they not only ought to be accounted 
lurderers who actually kill, but those also who 
) aU that in them lies secretly or openly to take 
gray the life of another, though their attempt 
lould fail." 

If I fight a duel, I shall violate those vows 
hidi were made for me in baptism, that I should 
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renounce the detil anil hliwoiki, «ilh(bep( 
snd Tanitici of B cormpted wodk!; IduUofltePi^ 
agtiiat tbst Gotpfi which fbcbldi lerenge, iL^M^ 
nuoiolj eafotoes the (arglveiiesi of all inJulK^ "J 
and eion the return of beneroleut for eril adlo^C^; 
whidi «> fordbly enjoiia gentlene^ wbkch t^^Ui 
Die (bat flghting is b produce of oni luiti, tmJ'^ 
that the devil wa« a morderer from the begijmlE^ff i 
vbich bidi me not to let the sun go down apt»* 
mf Bt^ier, lest Igtve place lohiia,~BDd whfcft 
bids me aimuchaainme lies to liie iu peace wltb 
■II men. 

Every aiguoient which cao be adduced agalalt 
war or suidde is ajipiicable to the crime of duelUng; 
and shall I, tbrongb a weak a 



hLoNbXIV. at Pnnn.. 
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vicious custom, do wanton injury to my adversary, 
my friends, my body, and my soul, — to my coun- 
try, its morality, its religion, and its God ? 



wished that the fruitful subject of duelliug were treated 
with the Hudibrastic ridicule of some modem Butler. 
Scarcely a day passes which does not furnish such mate> 
rial as the following. 

In 1775, at Pensaoola, Captain John Blomart of the 
navy, who had sense and resolution to despise the bar> 
harous practice of duelling, having received ^hftJlenge 
accepted it, and time and place were fixed on . Captain 
Blomart immediately employed workmen to cast up an 
intrenchment, with breastworks, and mounted a large 
«wlvel. On the day of meeting, he was before his an- 
tagonist, having his piece loaded, ammunition pre- 
pared, with a spy'glass, speaking-trumpet, and slow 
match. Seeing his enemy approaching, he hailed him 
with the speaking-trumpet thus, ** Whence come you, 
and whither are you bound?" The enemy, affrighted 
at the extraordinuy preparation of his antagonist, was 
•tiUi^proAching the ground, when ordered through the 
trumpet tiios, ** Down with your stay-sails, and put 
abontship, or 111 blow you into the heavens." These 
words, and the tone in which they were uttered, in> 
dnced him to turn about, and run off as fast as h« 
wold. 
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Forbid it^ gracious heaven ! forbid i^ human 
reason ! There is more honour in withstanding 
this vile practice once, than in slaying one hun- 



An Ameiican gentleman sent the following good- 
Lumoured answer to a challenge: 

" I have two objections to this duel matter; the one 
is lest I should hurt you, and the other is lest you should 
hurt me. I do not see any good it would do me to put 
a bullet through any part of your body ; I could outke 
no use of yon when dead for any culinary purpose, as 
J coul4 of a rabbit or a turkey. I am no cannibal to 
feed u][yon the flesh of men !.• why then should I shoot 
down a human creature of which I -could make no use ? 
A bufTalo would be better meat, for though your flesh 
might be delicate and tender, yet it wants that firmness 
and consistency which takes and retains salt. At any 
rate it would not be fit for long voyages. You naigbt 
make a good barbicue, it is true, being of the nature of 
a racoon or an oposaum ; but people are not in the 
habit of barbicuing any thing human now. As to your 
hide it U not worth taking off, being little better than 
that of a year old colt. As to myself, I do not wish t 
stand in the way of any thiog harmful ; I am under an 
apprehension you might hit me ; that being the case I 
think it most advisable to stay at a distance. If yoa 
want to try your pibtol, take some object, a tree, or a 
barn-door, about my dimensions. If you hit that send 
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dred odversailes In as tanny combats, nnd while 
all tbe wiie and pious ai« of this opinion, I will 
fearlessi]' follow the eiamples of tlie bmve 
IS and Gardiner. I will caatiously avoid 



Bienoid, uDd IihtUuknowledgs, thatif Ihod t)«D 

pulbr VForlcB, 1i«jng at a public dinner, wu landrfrtanC- 

chut&cttr of hD AbMnt lady^ A favorite of tbe lady, 
wbo happenedtobeat tbeothei' ebd of tbe (abl«, warm- 
ly took up bur oave, and lodely cried out to lh« Abb*, 
"Tduhald (beieTsiTlniolsnt diiemine. If I ware 
neiiyoa I wmld teward yoat imrertinanca wilh a 
ox on the ear, and jion mar "onaJder "" blow ai al- 



Belghboar, becanse I do not^ in conae^uenoe ofmjpto- 
fe*iloD, u yoo well know, weai one myMif, and I 
wonld run joa throneh Iba body. Yon may (bertforo 
ctHVtdei yonraeir aa dead." 

company," anaHair of boionr dcipatf bed in due form. 
I«t na now rnnme iba onnvarution." 

Wb*B Jnltoa Cresar Motived a challenge from ila- 
ft<N]ttoll|;litaduel, be very calmly replied, "if An- 
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the society of those ^bo use proToking langna^ 
or behaviour, and I will use my best endeavou 
to promote an Anti-dudling Society, like th 
which has already been established in New Yorl 



tliou) is weary of bi« life, tell him there are other wa 
to death than the point of my sword." 

These anecdotes are in the spirit of Napoleon's rep 
to Sir Sidney Smith. See the note in page 27. 

Much (lepends upon the Commander in Chief and ti 
Lords of the Admiralty, for checking this custom 
the Army and Navy of tbe British Empire. Althouf 
the Duke of York declined availing himself of his ei 
alted station, when called upon by Colonel Lenno] 
yet bis Royal Highness is any thing but an advoca 
for the practice of duelling. He has, in several 1 
stances, reproved, suspended, or dismissed from tl 
service, individuals who have forgotten the duties < 
the Gentleman and the Christian. In one instanc 
where a Lieutenant had .killed a brother Officer, ai 
was dismissed, an attempt mas made to intercede U 
bis restoration, by a General Officer, who represent! 
it only a» an affair of honor. " Rest assured. General 
replied his Royal Highness, ^* there is no honour i 
killing a fellow creature in a private quarrel." 

So many duels have been fought, and valuable livi 
lost, through the ignorance or misconduct of Second 
DO Gentleman should be innattentive to the hints coi 
tained in a valuable little work, called Advice to S< 
conds, by a late Captain in the Army. 




EXTRACTS 



FROM 



ADVICE TO SECONDS,* 

Bj a late Captain in the Army. 



AT a time when the habit of Duelling is be- 
come a subject of universal complaint, and the ef- 
lects of it more frequent and more dreadful tbnn 
were erer known ; when all ranks and conditions 
of men are making their appeal to Arms in the 
mott frivdons disputes, and acting upon principlei 



* ThJa hoBMUie little publication is copied solely for 
the pnrpote of exposing the murderoas conduct of 
theme to whom, in general, the lives and reputation of- 
the irritated principals are confide 1. It will be found, 
9M admirable satire upon the practice of duelling.. 
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of which they are totally ignonmty— ^1 

BO great wonder at the daily miachie& that W9 

read of^ arising from their wild prooeedii^. 

Seeing the absolute necessity of a refonn ia 
their mode of practice^ and that no one else will 
attempt it, I have taken upon myself the ofiBoe 
of Instructor, for the benefit of those untMnking 
men. 

Being perfectly satisfied that most of the schocii- 
ing accidents we read of are owing to the igno- 
rance or inattention of the Seconds, it is my duty 
to remark upon their frequent misconduct, and 
give them their instructions for the time to» 
come. 

Whenever a Crentleman has the misfortune to 
be soiicitied, in friendship, to take upon himsetf 
this serious office, he ought gravely to considec 
oa the application, inform himself most minutely 
of every particular in dispute, and duly to lefleot 
upon the nature of it* He is not^ like Sir Lucina 
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OTtiggPh i^^ many ofters^) to take the quar- 
xei for ''a veiy pretty quanel as it stands^'^ but 
he U to tiy, and even rack his invention, lor any 
new and reasonable light that can be thrown upon 
i^ in Older to reconcile the party aggrieved. 

If this early stage of the duty were only pro- 
perly attended to, and executed with any address, 
how many desperate cases might be avoided, 
which, for want of it, are daily before the 
public ! 

If, however, it should so happen that the of- 
fence is of that magnitude to preclude any expla- 
nation,, he must then determine according to the 
light or wrong of the party that applies.— If it be 
the latter, it should be done with the utmost re- 
luctance, and-only on this one condition :— *that 
having the odium of being the flagrant aggressor, 
he goes upon the g^und to make the proper at- 
loaement, and nothing more ; that he passes his 
woopd of honour to make no attempt upon tb» 
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life of his adrenaiy. For the man who would* 
accept of such an office^ in such & case^ on any 
tenns but these, may be any thing short of 8- 
Gentlemanw 

It too often happens, that when a set of young 
men are made captious* by over-drinking and the 
want of rest, they will take unreasonable offence* 
at the most innocent things ; demand immediate 
satisfaction, and, in the most indecent and disor- 
derly state, stagger from the bottle to the field. 

Now though it is easy to conceive that young 
men, under these distractions, may want to settle 
their silly disputes at the moment, yet it is truly 
wonderful that any one present at the time, and 
who has no concern in the quarrel, can ever be in- 
duced to attend them. It is, of all others, the 
most unpardonable piece of conduct in the Se- 
conds, and for which there can be no apology. 

The suflfering men to fight hi a state of dnm- 
kemess,. is no le» preposterous than shocUn; to^ 




SECONDS. 45 

the miiid ; because no man's courage is the better 
established by aoy thing he does in such mo» 
ments. 

Let us turn firom such disorderly proeeedings, 
and tiy to bring the parties together in a more 
handsome way. We will suppose theUi that the 
Seconds have used every honourable means of ad- 
justment, and find that nothing can be done to 
satisfy their Friends but giving them the last re- 
seat. 

It now remains xdth me to explahi what are 
the proper dates of a Second in tilie field, and be« 
yond whi^ he has no power to go. As for the 
weagoDSf it is a fortunate circumstance for Gen- 
tiemen who come to such decisions, that the 
sword is so much laid aside^ and pistols made use 
of. — The objections to the former are well found- 
ed. Every swordsman knows how rarely the 
parties are of equal skiU^ and if it should be so^ 
what a number of wounds may be received on 
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both sides before the conflict is ended. Eveiy Sur- 
geon also knows the ugly consequences of all such 
wounds, their extremities being ojflen so deep and 
mall as hardly to be come at. 
, But as it will sometimes happen that men are sa 
desperate as to chuse these weapons, I shall just 
state the three material things the Seconds bare 
to look to. The first is, that the swords be of 
equal length ; the second, that the sod they stand 
upon be dean, dry, and even ; and lastly, abore 
all, that the combatants be placed as &a asunder 
as that they must advance to each other before 
^y can come to the assault. — For want of 1^ 
precaution, it has happened within my own know- 
ledge that a Gentleman has lost his life before he 
could be said to be £urly on his guard. 

Having just hinted what is necessary, upon a 
weapon so justly exploded, we shall consider upon- 
ttie proper ordering of the other, which is so^ 
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much in use ; and lay down the neoessaiy diieo> 
tbns for Seconds in the field. 

The first thing recommended is, thechusingof 
proper ground ; and as this is a paii of their busl* 
Dess which 4s of great consequence, and little un- 
derstood, I shall beg leare to explain it. 

It is no unusual thing, with such as never 

thought upon what they were doing, to bring the 

{mrties into highways, or foot-paths, under walls 

x>r hedges, or along the ridges of a field ! Now 

mny one, who will but give himself time to consi- 

-dttr, may easily understand why all such places 

must greatly endanger the parties ; because thej 

only operate as so many lines of direction, and 

^ve the worst effect. For the foregoing reasons, 

all places of this kind should be carefully rejected, 

and iii.9 ground be taken in an open situation. 

and aoss-ways of the ridges, if there are any. 

fiy a due observance of this, much unnecessary 
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danger would be ofoided, and more be left with- 
in the power of chance. I ^ 

The ground being chosen as directed, and (be 1^ 
Seconds having loaded in the presence of eacl^ i^ 
other, the next thii^ to be considered Is tfae]p*^ 
per distance. 

Now, this being a matter entirely in the bre^^^ 
of the Seconds, where neither heat nor animo^^ 
can be supposed to exist, one cannot but wonc^ 
at the bloody distances which are aometbis^^ 
given; eight and seven yards are not unfrequen^ * 
and which, when the parties come to presen'^^ 
will of course bring the mouths of their pistoU t^ 
no more than four or five. 

And if this be not bringing their friends to an 
impossibility of escaping, any man of skill shall 
determine. 

Strange it is to think how the Secoodscan ever 
be induced to act in so desperate a manner, or en 
what kind of principles they can possibly proceed. 
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Have they really such a cool, diabolical design 
u to bring to certain death, the one or other of 
their firiends ? Can they not be satisfied with giv- 
ing a fair and gentleman-liice distance, which may 
suiBdently atone for any oflfenoe, and yet leave 
some kind of chance for their escaping and living 
fer an honoarable reconciliation ? 

Common charity most lead us to hope that the 
Seconds, who have hitherto committed such mis- 
takes, can only have done so through ignorance 
or inconsideration ; and that, when it is properly 
xepresented to them, they will be reclaimed £rom 
mdi unreasonable and bloody proceedings. 
« Giving them my own opinion, and leaving 
eveary regular bred Gentleman to decide upon it, 
I certainly think that ten yards is the nearest dis- 
tance the parties should be suffered to fight at; 
and, I will submit it to the feelings of eveiy brave 
^ md generoos mind, if the man, who abides by 
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bis fete at sach a distance, does not make an ex* 
piation for any misdemeanor. 

In settling of trivial disputes (which are by iar 
the greatest number,) twelve or more yards might 
be given, according to the nature of the affair ; 
and, as all matters of this kind are wisely taken 
from the power of the principals, so, it is earnestly 
to be hoped, that the Seconds will in future shew 
greater consideration and respect ibr the lives and 
eternal welfare of their friends. 

But it often happeuis, from want of caution in 
the Seconds, that when ten yards are agreed on, 
yet still the parties only figlit at eight ; and this is 
occasioned by their being left without particular 
orders for the advanced foot in presenting, in case 
they chuse to do it : for if they step beyond, in- 
stead of to the mark of distance, they clearly gain 
a yard upon each other. 

To prevent this, the Seconds ought always to 
place a good and sufficient mark, and give the 
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positive order for no advance beyond it, when 
they come to fire. 

As all my readers may not understand the rea- 
son of stepping to fire^ it is necessary to give it 
to them. By advancing the foot, and inclining in 
the act of presenting^ the body will be sunk some 
inches, and many is the good— or bad head that 
has been saved by it. 

The last thing to be explained is the proper 
way in which the parties are to fight ; and as this 
is the stage of the business in which the Seconds 
are so apt to lose themselves, and from it arise so 
many direful disasters, it requires a particular at* 
tention. 

In reading the accounts of our modern duels, 
we fi?equently find that the way in which the Se-> 
coDds adjust the mode of fighting, is by toissing 
up a piece of coin, to determine which of thd 
principals is to have the first shot. 

X onl^ beg leave to ask if this is not reducing 
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the business to cool alternate firing, piovideif if 
sbould even happen that the first shot miscarries ? 
Now, if ever there was a more bloody system in- 
troduced into the world, I leave the world to 
judge. — The body of a man is to stand as a mark 
for a cool shot, without any interruption, like the 
ace of diamonds. — The Lord of Heaven defenct 
us! 

I will appeal to any one who ever used his pis- 
tol, if he can fancy any thing more horrible, or 
if this vile trick of Seconds, in tossing up for the 
shot, can be taken for any thing less than gam* 
bling for the lives of their principals. 

But they have also another way of introducing 
alternate firing, which, though not so sporting, 
is equally absurd.— This is done by taking upon 
themselves to punish the party they judge to be 
wrong, by ordering him to stand (like a post) till 
he has received the cool shot of his adversary. 

And here I should be glad to ask them, fxowk 
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what autborify tiiey take upon themsdTes so 
gieat a power ? Is it either £fom the principles 
of bomanj, or the law of arms ? But supposing 
fbey could diew us any authority for wliat they 
eolMce, canitoperate to any good purpose on the 
miod of the injured perscm? Will he conoeire 
tihii to be any Toluntaiy act of atonement in the 
other; —or will he giro him aiqr land of merit 
thoo^ he be weak enough to abide his fate? 
No ; he can onty look upon him like a*man who 
is at the tree of t^um, from the sentence of his 

Sboold aiqr imfbrtonate person be brought into 
80 awkward a situation infuture, I can tell him 
bow toielieve himself: let him address the Se- 
conds in aay form of w(»da he pleases, to this ef- 
£Nt:— 

^< Oent&emeDy my life is of greater consequence 
^ to me than it seems to yoo. I come here to 
<* lidctt^ but not to lay it down; ttereloie be 
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** pleased to put mine adTentiy and me opeo • 
<< more equal footing ; for otherwise I shall b« 
« under the necessity of leaving him unfoi^hi^ 
*' and I will publish the transaction." 

Now I rather think that if he had the steadine» 
to act oocordinglyy it might be the means of pre- 
serving his own existence, and would establish « 
happy precedent in all such desperate cases. 

To illustrate this part of our subject^ and te 
shew, in as strong a light as possible, the di£^^ 
enoe between cool and rapid firing, I shall b^the 
indulgence to repeat a story which was befbiDe 
given to the public, and founded on a real fatX, 

« At a sn^all town in Ireland, a young fellow 
had Kduced his pistol to so great a certainty, that 
be boaste^l he could snuff his candle at tea yards. 
This, howewr, dKi not (on a prtjper oooasioiv) 
prevent a very bulky man ttook calUqg him out* 
They wtr« plac^ ^ the Seconds at the distance 

fte&yvOs, tnd v^ere Qi^ieied te fiiel^ signal 
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'^^ben^ after the dischaige of two shots each^ the 
^Lfiair was settled with«>ut auy accident. On their 
^^^tunij the friend of the candle-snufier could not 
^nelp asking him, * how he that hit a candle at 
'Ue same distance^ could miss so great a mark ?' 
^Xhe answer was truly candid : - < My dear Jack, 
^ knew the candle could not fire at me.' '' 

Now, if in this BfSm, the Seconds had been 
"^eak enough to put them to alternate firing, 
^hat, let me ask, must have become of the bulky 
Gentleman ? 

Being convinced within my own mind, that the 
practke of alternate firing, in duels, is the great 
cause of so many dreadful mischiefs, it could not 
wdl be treated of but with more than common seve- 
lity, and I therefore think it necessary to declare 
iqponBiy honour, that I mean not to make any par- 
tknlar allusions, and that I have no personal know- 
ledge af any of the parties to whom whatever has 
faeeQ said may apply. 
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Having stated the Directions to so fatal a prac- 
tice^ we return to the last thing i»opoeed, in 
pointing out the proper way to regulate the fir- 
ings. — Now, whether we pnxseed aooovdiiig to the 
fundamental rules of single combat, antient or 
modern, or take it from the principles o£ equity 
and humanity, we can but hare the choice of 
these two ways, by word or signal ; but though 
it may appear to some, that either of these is the 
same, yet a preference should always be given to 
that by signal ; for, to say nothing of a Gentle^ 
man's happening to be deaf, it has this great ad- 
Tantage over the other, that it takes the eye from 
being too long fixed upon the subject to be aimed 
at, which alwa3rs has a bad effect. 

To these duecticNos for a Second, there is 
but one thing more to be added f<» his oondoel^ 
which is, tiiat he never should deliver a pistol 
cocked, nor a iresh one, without using his 
utmost endeavours to reconcile the parties y for 
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though wrath and revenge may actuate the prin- 
dpalsy yet surely the Seconds should feel nothing 
but humanity. 

These^ and these only, are the true rules by 
which a Second should conduct himself in eveiy 
stage of the business, and which alone can justiiy 
faim in the eyes of any man of sense and huma- 
nity : they are perfectly competent to eveiy hono- 
rable purpose in the field, and are free from all 
that absurd and unnecessaiy danger which is the 
cause of so many calamities. 

By this mode of conductng the business, the 
Seconds will not only give to their friends eveiy 
honourable chance of escape, but also every lati- 
tude for displaying the high spirit and generosity 
of Gentlemen. 

If any clear and decided injury has been done 
by either of the parties to the other, he will only 
present, in order to interrupt the aim of his ad- 
Tersary ; on receiving his fire he will instantly re- 
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cover, and &en submit himself to the generosity 
of his enemy, and the endeavours of the Seconds. 
It is needless to ask what kind of an enemy be 
must be, who would not be soothed and satisfied 
by a conduct like this ? 

The practice of duelling being come to SHch a 
pitch, the utmost we can hope for is to alleviate 
the consequenses ; and as this is the sole object of 
this publication, it is humbly offered to the serious 
consideration of all who are acting within the 
sphere of Gentlemen. Would they only have the 
goodness to adopt, and reduce to praotiee, the 
Rules that are before them, we should have the 
less cause for the many mournings in our houses j 
and the complainings in our streets. 
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ADVICE TO PRINCIPALS. 

Though what is here subjoined does not strictly 
oorreq;)ond with the title of this little tract, yet I 
hope it will not be looked upon as altogether un- 
necessaiy. 

Uaviog been particular in every thing which 
concerns Seconds, I shall beg the indulgence of a 
few words to those who are apt to become the 
Principals. 

It is a well known fact, that most of the duels 
which have been fought, have had their origin at 
play or the bottle, and have been occasioned by 
mere unguarded expressions and behaviour. 

Now, it is an equal truth, and much to be la* 
mented, that those who are the objects of such 
misconduct, do not always receive it in that fit 
and dignified manner, which is so highly neces- 
sary on all such occasions, and which would 
hardly ever fieul in preventing the usual conse- 
quences. 
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irreconcilettble by 4^e impropriety of the man vbo 

receives, tliaii be who gires the first ofienee. 

Having often reflfcted on such lamentable mis^ 
comluct, I could not> with the peace of my own 
mind, let slip the opportimity of making these iew 
remarks. 




Bttelluij UntAoM^ 



CODEHBNRI. 

Among tbe various aethods-resortad to In di(^ 
'feient oomitrieB lor tbe cuppreesion of doelling, 
none ba^ been perhaps to dedsive, as that of 
Christophe, the black aofeieign of Hayti. In the 
criminal coder wbi(^ was formed daring hi» reign, 
«nd to which the name of '^ Code Henri'' was 
^en in honour of him, " the King paiticalariy 
forbids, under ai^ pretence whater er, the officers 
of the army, and other indinduals beionging to it» 
to make use of sword/ sabre, pistol, or other 
arms, against each ottier, wherever they may be 
quartered. 

** Every olBeer, or other individual of the army, 
or belonging tait, who shall be^onvicted of her* 
ing fought a duel,, shall be Jbot -a»a sebel agafaut 
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the king^ a Tiolator of justice, and a (firtorber of 

the public peace. 

" When two ofiioers, or other ttaffiridiiate of 
the anny> or Monging to it, shall be oonvicted 
of fighting a duel^ and the aggressor cannot be 
discoveced^ they shall both be punished aoooKling 
to the above article ; but U, in the doe ooune of 
prooeeding, the aggressor is discovered^ tbeaibe 
puni^ment stiall fail on bin only. 

" Any officer, or other person, who shall be 
convicted of having acted as a second, or even 
third person in a duel, and to have repaired to the 
place appointed for that purpose, in order to assist 
or sanction a duel, siiallbe consideied as tiiofle al- 
ready designated,, and shot accordingly. 



THE DECREE OF PHARAMOND. 

In the 97th No t of the Spectator, a decree is 
set forth, purporting to be an edict of the oeIe> 
brated Pfaaramond, monarch of France^ against 
duels, as follows: — 
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Pkaraautnd, King ^ the GauU, to all bis 
loving amtjtets, sendeih greeting. 

** Wlieiess it has come to our royal notice and 
biMenration, that in ooBtempt of all laws, divine 
and hunMUOy it is of late become a custom among^ 
tbe nobilify and gentry of this our Idngdom, upon 
riight and trivial, as> well as great and urgent 
provocations, to invite e&ch other into the field, 
tiiere by their own hands,, and oftiidrown autho- 
vity, to decide their controversies by combat ; we- 
have thought fit to take the said custom into our 
ipyal consideration, and find,, upon enquiry into 
the usual causes whereon such fatal decisions have- 
arisen, Uiat by this vridced custom,.maogre all the* 
precepts of our holy religion, and the rules of 
fjght reason, the greatest actof tlie human mind, 
— Ibigiveness of ii^uries— is become vile and- 
rimmef ul ; that the ndes of good society and vir- 
tuous conversation are hereby inverted ; that the- 
loose, the^ vitin, and tbe impudent,, insult the 
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carefiil, the discreet, and the modest ; that all vir* 
tue is suppiessed, and all Tioe soppoitadji in the 
one act of being capable to dare the deatlw We 
have also furthes, with great sonow of mind, ob* 
served that this dreadful action, by long impiUiity, 
(oiir royal attention being employed upon, matteis 
of more general concern,) is become honoorahle, 
and the refusal to engage in it ignominious. In 
these our royal cares and enquiries we are yet 
farther made to undersfandj^ that the persons of 
the most eminent worth and most hopeful abiU» 
tles, accompanied with the strongest passion for 
true glory, are such as are most liable to be in- 
volved in the dangers arising firom this licence^ 
Now taking the said premises into our serious 
consideration, and well weighing that all such 
emergencies (wherein the Q^nd is incapable of 
commanding itself, or wherein the injuiyis too 
sudden or too exquisite to be borne) are particu- 
lariy provided for by the btws heretofore enacted i 
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and thBt the qoaBtiei of lea iBjiirle% like those of 
i M g »tltu ile» aie too nice and delicate to eome un- 
der geaend rales; we do resolfe to blot this fa- 
aUoDy or wantonness of anger, out of the minds 
of owr snlgects, by our royal lesolutioBs dedared 
In tUt edict as follows >^ 

'* No person, who eitber sends or accepts a 
dMneage^ or the posterity of either, though no 
death ensues thereupon, shall be, after the publi- 
cation of this our edict, capable of bearing office 
in these our dominions. 

" The person who shall prove the sending or 
reoelTlng a chaDenge, shall leceive to his own 
use and properly, the whole peisooal estate of 
both parties ; and their real estate shall be imme- 
diately vested in the next heir of the offenders^ 
in as lunple a mannei; as if the said offenders were 
actusUy deoeaaed* 

" In cases where the laws which we have aU 
teftdy granted to our subjects admit of an ap^al 
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for Uood ;. mhsn, tbe criminl ii: condimiiedy bf 
tho nU«ppei^.kt:diaU not oidtjr vufe dMth> 
but bis whole eiftata^ real, mixed, andfMnoiMil^. 
diaUy Iron the hour of faUdeeiby beteitodlB'fhe 
aext faetr. of the petson.'wfaQie blbod he wfHOi&L - 
''That it shall not hereafler be bi oiir royal 
|K>wer} or that of our fuooeiHini to paidon the 
said offisooes,. or restore tbe oflenders in their 
tates, honor, otblood for ever;'* 

Gif en at oar OouH at Blois, th» 
8th day of February, 420, in tba 
recond year of ourreiga. 



DTINaTESTiMONIES AGAINST DUELING; 
TbelAte Harvey Aston assodaied much with- 
the Royal Family,, and when he was goin^ to- 
India, where he lost his life, the kiqg eijoined 
him most aflbdienately never, more to Qfl^t a> 
duel. In the foiaT meeting with Ccdonel Allen,- 
Mr. AstOn yn$ shot through the body and back, 
bone; bat with the greatest firmness oontUraed': 
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^^'^^ hkwmyadeuied, and piitol pietented, 

^ about a oonple of minatM. fiteiMiUe that iw 

bid leoeived hif deatiKWOuod, he ezdaimed, " it 

ttrer ifaaU bemkltbattlielafltactofBiyUBB 

VM aa act of lefeoge ;*' and giadually lowering 

liii am to hit ride^ he annk down far evest 

In the year ISM, Geneial Hantttoa, who had 
been jutt appointed Ambawador from the United 
States to Paris, got in? olved in a political dispute 
with Colonel Aaron Burr, then Vice President. 
Dr. Cooper bad published a pamphlet, in which 
he saU, '' General Hamilton and Doctor Kent 
say, that they consider Colonel Burr as a danger- 
ooa man, And one unit to be trusted with tlie 
reins of Chnremment.^ In another place the 
sane writer says, '' General Hamilton hasex- 
pretied of Colonel Burr opinions still moredespi* 
cable/' 

The last pasnge excited the resentment of Co* 
lond Burr^ who demanded torn General Handl* 
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ton ^' a pronqpi and UnqinUftod adsbowJedj^nient 
or denial of the expteafoa which coaldjuitffy the 
irdbience on the pait of' Dr. Cooper.'' Geocral 
Hamilton admitted the first statement^ whkfa he 
contended was Jrirljii' witlnA the faouncki'fMMMCfibed. 
in cafies of political animosity/ tad ol9fl6ted:lo be- 
ing called on to xefbrace ereiy co n t e na ti cmihe bad 
h^ either pubtidy oi eotaadentittlly^ : in tfafe 
cbum of fifteen jtvai opfKMitiQu:- Thb •'^^VM 
not satisfy Ckdbnel Burr, yeho demandedtsatiite- 
iion, and a meeting. 

On tiie erening before* the dnelv General Ha* 
miiton made liis, wiU> in whidi lie endoael a,pm* 
per, containing bis opinions • of dueUii^, .aiid.exr 
pressive of the reluctance M:ith which he obeyed a 
custom so repugnant to his feelings. He aays^ . 

^< On my expected interrieir with Colonel Bmy 
I tliinlc proper to make some remarks exphuiaii^Kgr 
of mjr eondudi, motivesy axsl views. 4 was eer* 
tainly deshoas of aTddiBg. this interview^ for the 
most cogent reasons. 



"-firsi.^^Mf iwiigton and moml priDct|>les big 
flIiDQgiyoppoMdtotbe fiactke of dueUing ; and 
iiwoidd crev giro inc pain to shed the bkiod of a 
'Mkm^naime, ia a private combat, forbkidefi by 
•ttolawB. 

"^^4Be0M4l/y.-<-My wile and children are ex* 
keandy ^ar to me; and nyUfe. isof Ibe utmost 
inpoHance tolhem, iitvarioiu views. 

'i*f WMrdiff.^L feel a«Kiise of ohligatioD to- 
w«ttU iBdy-ereditorv wbo in «aie of acddent te 
>nie| by tho forced lale of my property ,. may be in 
8(HDe>-d0gve» suBbrerk I did not tbinlc myself at 
liberty, at a man of probtfy^ lightly to expose 
tliemto bazBid. 

- ^^"J^»«rlA2yv- 1 am ooQadoos of no ill will to 
Colonel Borr, distinct fiom political opposition, 
wUch, as. I trust, baa proceeded £rom pnreand 
uprightNmotiTes. 

** LasHp.-^l shall hazard mncb, -and can 
possibly gain nothing, by the issue of the Ui« 
terview." 



The parties met, aad CMonel Bnrr'« thot took 
Altai effect General HamitoB had determliied 
not to letom the fire, bat on reeeMng tlM abook 
of a mortal wounc^ his pistol went off involimti- 
rily in an opposite directfon. Few indlfkinals 
died more lamented than General Hamilton^fHiow 
funeral at New York, was oh sew d at that plaee 
with unusual reject and ceremoogr. AU the 
public functionaries attended, and' an e^gant io- 
neral oratton was delivered bj Dr. Hason ; the 
bells mufBed tolled during the day, all bosineas 
was suspended, and the principal inhabttanfti woie 
mourning for six weeks. No death dnea that of 
Washington, filled the republic with such deep 
regret-; and iiis country, grateful ibr the distin- 
guished service he had tendered hei; has raiaed 
the Citgr of Hamilton, amongst other mMm- 
ments, to his various talents and eitraordlMiy 
IMttriotism." 
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A PROFESSED DUELLIST. 
One of those sanguinaiy monsters, who rate 
tbdr honour by the murders they commit, 
boasted very latdy, that he had kiUed nineteen 
vdrersaries in as many duels, and sallied out 
of a Parisian coffee-house, determined to complete 
<lie score. He jostled at ihe theatre, againrt 
the only son of a general who had covered himself 
^fii glory in an hundred battles. The lad was 
mucety eighteen, remonsltranoe was met with 
fnest tnsolting language, and an inyitation to 
iihe et^ynent of imoiediate satis&ction. Be 
accepted the proposal, and the happiness of his 
doatlng parents was blasted in a moment, to 
complete the twentieth murder by a Man of 
Houmar^ 



A FAMILY RUINED. 
Previous to Mr. Coldough's fatal duel with 
Ifr.Alcock, a powerful friendship had for mai^ 

o 



£ 
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NOBLE CONDUCT OF AN IRISH 
VETERAN. 

A General officer, who had been full forty- 
years in the army, and was an Irishman to boof> 
yet never sent nor accepted of a ^gte challenge;^ 
thus relates the manner in which he was wont io 
meet and satisfy demands of this sort. ^ I onoe,^ 
he says, proToked the resentment of a brother 
officer, much respected and beloved by all the 
corps. His behaviour, upon some occasions, I es* 
teemed in a slight degree reprehensible. Tbis I 
meant to express in a language I- then understood 
but imperfectly, and dianeed to use a tttm ol 
more opprobrious import than I appiehended. 
He, fired at the supposed affiront, retorted first 
the injurious words, then quitted the company^, 
and sent me a challenge. I returned him word, 
that I hoped upon explanation that he would not 
compel me to fight, yet would meet him immew 
dlately, according to appointment. I went, at^ 
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tended by all the wknesKs of my un^uded ex- 
preHiBiL Before ibese I readily took the shame 
to mymAiy of having spoken unwittingly, what I 
Btfer meant to say, and what I was sincerely 
•oiry for ; but as I began to put on the air of ex* 
postulation in my turn, he reddened, hesitated a 
moment, then drew his swoid, and advancing, 
oUiged me to defend mysdf ; which I did against 
a desperate thrust, tptth mine In the scabbard. 
He no sooner perceived that circumstance, than 
be surprised us all by suddenly tossing away hii 
sword, bursting into a flood of tears, and throw- 
ing himself on his knees, in speecliless agitation 
of mind. I ran to raise, and in raising, embraced 
him. He returned my embraoe most cordially. 
He then dedaied to us, Uiat a few minutes before, 
lie had formed a fixed resolution (which my ac- 
knowledgment had not a little staggered, but not 
enough to recall hhd to the use of reason) to 
rwik upon my swoid, and at the Instant to plunge 



r 
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bis own info tha breast of tiie man he loved mosft 
upon earth. The painful conflict of passions^ 
iracible and tender^ in this strange rencontre, I 
^all not repeat at (wesenL They powerfolly ope- 
rated upon the mind of one of oor firiends, now a 
general officer in the Austrian service, who has 
thought fit to record a minute detail of every 
thing said or done at this juncture, in e^ TalnaUe 
military treatise*" 

'' Nothing, surely/' as the galltoit author of 
this narratire adds, ^* can be more contemptible, 
nothing more loudly calls upon the police of every 
wise government to fix the severest brand of 
inferoy upon it, than the pretended honour of the 
scoundrel, who, having committed an action con- 
fessedly base and unworthy of a gvntieiDan, seeks 
to licence the universal reproach he fats incuned, 
by murdering the first man that shall express the 
judgment bU meiQ fonn of bif conduct. 
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HUMANE AND PRUDENT CONDUCT OP 
AN OFFICER. 



iSf perhaps, nothing so dangerous as the 
lepatation of being what duellists call a good 
abot, that is^ being experienced in the use of 
piilxds^ unless it is united with the most amiable 
disposition. The confidence of superior sicill con« 
terts^the man without principle into a bravo; 
and he^ who under such circumstances, wantonly 
challenges anothw, is little better than an as* 
auBin ; far if the indiildual called out is an 
kODourable man, he feels the utmost reluctance 
to make the slightest concession, Icnowing that 
ke wttM be suspected of doing so irom a fear of 
Mi antagonist's known expertness. The blood- 
stained page of the history of duelling presents 
iMDiy instances of this. The duel between Lord 
Camelfoid and Mr. Best, was one of the many 
that might be adduced. The first word of dispute 
between them fixed the daei, and being known 
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g^ 8hot»> there was a spucit of rivalry instantly 
excited, which made tbem eager for a trial of 
skill. Tha issue was fatal, as it must geaenlly 
be under such dicamstaaoes. 

There are, however, histanoes of genQemeo^ 
wIm, regardless ofthe trammels tliat the supposed 
laws of honour have fixed upon sodety, ba?e 
been jealous of their honour, and courageoiia 
enough to defend it, yet never ambitious Ibr a 
duel; men, who, with a giant's power, have 
not used it as a giant. One of those was Captain 
Foy, a gentleman who had been engaged in four 
or five duels, without ever having been the chal- 
lenger, and who was so expert in the use of 
pistols, that he would hit a botfie at the distaaee 
of twenty paces, or extinguish a candle with a 
bullet at half the distance. This gentleman, while 
in quarters with his reghnent in the north of 
England, had one day at the mess table givm 
offence to a young officer, who conceiving his 
honour ii^jured, instantly challenged the captahi. 
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Captain Foy asked the officer if he bod erer 
louglit a duel, or if he was a good shot ; and 
being answered in the negatiTe, he said, suppose 
we practise a little before oar meeting to-morrow 
morning. Then calling for his pistols, the whole 
parfy adjourned into the yard of the inn where 
fhey were quartered. A wine bottle was placed 
at the distance of twenty paces. Captain Foy 
took his pistol and shattered it to pieces, then 
turning to the young officer, he said, ** Now, sir, 
I am ready to gire you satisfaction. To haTe 
accepted your challenge after the knowledge of 
my own skill and your inexperience, would 'not 
bate been consistent with that honour of which I 
trust I entertain as delicate a sense as yourself.'^ 
The young officer thanked him for his frankness, 
and observing, that he could not believe that a 
gentleman, who could act thus nobly, could be 
guilty of an intentional affifont, declared himsell 
perfectly satisfied, while the conduct "of Captain 
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Foy endeaied blm to the whole circle of officers 
who witnessed it. 



AN INJURED MAN MURDERED BY THE 

AGGRESSOR. 

A mistaken sense of honour has caused many a 

diieli where explanation would not only have 

hera ea^, but even honourable to the paitiea, 

A naval officer enquired of Lieubenaut Cecil, if 

be knew Captain Stackpole, of the Statira frigate ? 

Lieutenant Cecil replied, he did, and had the 

highest opinion of him as an intrepid and skilful 

seaman, adding, however, that he believed him 

capable of drawing occasionally a lon^ how. 

This answer was publidy talked of in the guiu 

room of the Statira ; and at length reached the 

ears of Captain Stackpole ; who» having osoerx 

tained that the words were 8poken, declared that 

he would call Lieutenant Cecil to an account for 

them, when and wherever he met him. It was 
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«> far fortunate that they did not meet for four 
years ; but the opportunity at last offered, when 
the Satire was lying in the harbour of Port Royal, 
Jamaica, and the Argo, of which Cecil was senior 
lieutenant, happened to enter that port. 1mme« 
diaAely on Captain StaclLi>ole's being aware of the 
circumstance, he sent his first lieutenant, Mr. 
White, on board the Aigo, with a message to 
Ueytenont Cecil, purporting that he must either 
meet him immediately, or make a suitable apo* 
logy for the slanderous words he had used. — 
Lieutenant Cecil, in reply said, that four years 
having elapsed since the words were spoken, 
wYikh he was charged with having uttered, it 
vrta quite impossible for him to recollect how far 
thef: were correct or not ; but as a brother oflBoer, 
aud a man of honouvy had quoted the words as 
his, he could not act otherwise than avow them* 
As to an apology, he wished Captain Stackpole 
to tmderstand, that, under all the drcumstancesy 
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be should have had no objection to apologize to 
any other officer in his majesty's navy ; but to 
him it was imix)ssible, the captain of the Statira 
being reputed throughout the navy as « good 
shot, and havmg been the Mend and companion 
of Lord Camelford. In consequence of this reply, 
the parties met at a place called Park Henderson, 
at a quarter before five on the following morning, 
April 2Sth, 1814 ; took their ground at ten 
paces, and fired as nearly together as possible, 
when Captain Stackpole received the ball of his 
adversary in his right side, and was almost in- 
stantaneously deprived of life. He died without 
s|)eaking a word, or even uttering a groan. 



ATTONEMENT MADE BY A KING. 

Gustavus Adolphus, at one of his jtubllc re- 
views, having a dispute with Colonel Seaton, on 
officer in his service, gave him a blow, which he 

xesented highly. As soon as the review was ovev, 

• . • ■ . •"' 
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thA eolodd iepaired to the Idi^'s appartment^ 

and denumded fate disehaige ; which his majesty 

dlgned; and the colonel witbdxew without a word 

be ing ' laid on the subject of the quarrel. 

Ottttarasy howerer, on coolly considering the 
wmikat, reproached himself lor hte want of temper, 
and hearing that Seaton intended to set out next 
day ibr Denmark^ he followed him^ attended by 
an oiBoer and two or three grooms. When hte 
majesty reached the Danteh frontier^ be left all hte 
atteodante except one, and overtaking Seaton on 
a large plain^ he said to him, '* Dismount, sir ; 
that you ha?e been injured I acknowledge, and I 
am now come to give yoa the satisfaction of a 
gentleman, for being now out of my own domi- 
nions, Gostavus and yon are equal. We hare 
both, I see, swords and pistols; alight imme- 
diately, and receive that satisfactton which your 
wounded honour demands." Seaton recovering 
from hte surprise, dismounted, as the king had 

H 
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thready done^ and falling on; his knees, said^ — 
'' Slie, you hare more tlian:gi«eD me satis&ction^ 
in condescending to make me your equal. God 
forbid that my sword should do any mischief t<3^ 
so brave and gracious a prince. Fermitme to 
return to Stockholm, and allow me the honour 
to live and die in your service.'^ The king raised 
him fix>m the ground, embraced him, and they 
; retiurned f ogetlier to Stockholm. 

A JUDGE>S REPLY TO A CHALLENGE. 

In the year iT78y Sir John Dalryniple (Lord 
Hailes,) one of 'the Barons of the Court of Exche- 
quer in Scotland; wrote three letters of a very 

.remai)£able character to Lord Barrington, then 
Secretary of War, arraigning his lordship's xifficlal 

.conduct, with respect to a younger brother of Sir 
John's, who had unquestionably been. very ill 
used by the noble secretary. Copies of these 
letters were drcolarted among his private friends, 
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and thiougli the. zeal and indiscretfoii of tome of 
tbein, tbey were priDtod, and soon became known 
to an tin woikL Loid.R. oonoeiTiog that in this 
attack OK his oflkaal oondoct, fi»r John had di- 
Teiged into some u aw atr a nla ble lefledioM on his 
pemwal character, aent him a message, demand- 
i^ the iatlirfadion doe irom one gentleman to 
another. The answer returned by the worthy 
judge, wa^ like his wholes conduct in thetrans- 
action, ezttemely manly, ipiiited and sensible. It 
was in these tenns t— 

. : €fAmatpuik, uearBniMmt^, Sept. 20, 1778. 
" My Lord, 

<^/ A; : foftnight before CreneFBl caUed upon 

me from youe lordship, I got copies of the three 
lettes^ which were printed without myprivi^, 
anilwmtote my ftiitnd, who had cawied ^em to 
bfeipthited, to stop' th» pidlilicatibn, for certain 
prudential reasons.- « 

f^ The JMMwer I got fanported that if I chose to 
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tite lawf 4lid te Hemy the V. ^»iiep|ieiM*K)ai«ie 
to the (brone. 

<^ In the MeMid places It ii^ to be sttre, in 
your power, by violence, to forae m t meto At e 
upon me. To avoid thet^ I wOi; avoid meeting 
yoa in Britain as much as Lean, beoaoieil-.iriil 
not disgrace tlie kii%'s dominion vith tbaincleceat 
sight of one y^fbo repnsents.lul pem% enyggi 
in a brawl.. 

^<Bat I have not the same lespectifortiie do- 
minions of other princes, and I cannot submit to 
be made a prisoner eveiy where, for fear oi any 
iooan. I go to the CkNitinent ahnost every year, 
and I shall not conceal from your iordsiiip wheie 
and when I go; and sbeiild.^Da choose there to 
attempt my life, the laws of €rod and man give me 
a right to defend it when attacked. 

" In ^bi» expknattoD, I do not mean either to 
olfer a challenge, or wish for a rencontre with 
your loidttip on the Ccmtiaent. 'la evidence of 



IfaeeoBtraij^ when I go tbvey I shall cany none 
but my Km with me, a boy of fifteen years of 
w^f^ Hm* be flMy learn byhii £iUher*t emiiple, 



. ^'Tovteddrip^meHBgebyGeaeral- 

itaMd feoMor. I tbiak yow true honoar ^voiiU 

Ifa iB gepevoaily lepairiag the injmy yoo haie 
' doBS to eae of four younger Ivothen, drawii^ 

thiir swordi in their ooontiy's caose, and yoar 

laoaifliiff the thanks of their elder brother for it, 
•inrtead of intepding to minder him lor gifing 
•them, bit protection* Whereas, by a contraiy 

condnet, yoo draw the oonsequenees of the pub- 

Hcation of-the letten on your repatatioo, and 
■ hazard, your life when yoa attack mfaie. I have 

^tue honour to be," ^te. ■ 

It may be fcaroely neoeoary Id add, that with 

this unanswerable letter tiie afiUr dropped. 



n jnjVLLmQ anbcootbs. 

NOBLE REVENGE OF A FtlENCH MAR- 
^ QUESfib 

and the Count de Mod, inan edfHstod4Didrir*UiB 
jMDe maslers anc^ reputed msoiigpifta&wMiDiew 
ttiem, to ber patterns of ArittDdtbip, hoBOUTy coii- 
mge, and BoinibUjIjIj. Yeacs fluqeeededTcan; and 
00 quarrel had erer difi|praced their 'aika«iiiiiei)t; 
\fben, one unfortmate evetung, the two>frieifds 
having indited freefgrtn socne fiaei Bitfgtm^, 
xepaiied to a publio coffee-house, artdlthen^ en- 
gaged in a game of tnokganniion. FoMone da- 
dared herself hi fiivourof fhejoar^piess, andtfae 
count was hi despair of suecBtt ; hi vahi did be 
depend on the fieklaneaB:ol the goddess, and that 
he should win her her overla his'side.-; — ^for oQoe 
she was omstant. The marquess laughed with 
exultation at his imusuid gQo0-Hiok« The count 
lost his temper, and onoe or twice upbraided the 
marquess for esgoying the pain whidi he saw 
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eidted in tbe botom of Us.finend. At last, upon 
a fiNlmiBte throw of the maiquefs, which gawi» 
mMMtf his autagonfifty the infuriated count threw 
the box and dice in the 6ne of his brother 
soldier* 

The whole company in the room were in 
amaaement^ and eveiy gentlenian praieMt waited 
with, impatience €v flie moment in ^R^dcb Ihe 
marquess would sheath his swoid in the bosom of 
the Meio repentant count. 

** Genttemen/' cried the marquess, '^ I am » 
frenchman, a soldier, and a friend. I hafiere* 
oeived a blow from a Frenchman, a sok^eir, and 
afriend. I Imow and I acknowledge the laws of 
honour, and will obey them. Bvery man who 
sees me, wonders why I am so tardy in pnttiog 
to death the author of my diigraee^ But, gentle- 
men, the heart of that man is entwined witt my 
own. Our days, our education, oiir temper* 
menti, and our friendships^ are oqeraU But} 
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VwKbmshf.l \uUt)bey:tiie Uwsof honour am 

of Enmee;.! vtili ^bdnm to Jtbe heavL'^ So. 

sajinlf^jlMi tiitolnr ; ilia Ankis^BiouDd' bis unfaappir 

friendy . lukL baid^ </ my ^dear: De Meid, . I fotgive 

you^ if you will deign to forgive me for the ini^ 

tations I faave.giv^ to « sepsibie mlad', by the 

iBviiy.eli mj 'O^ri Jiitii wiw^' ig^tiAnafin/h • added 

thto riiiir^eflit,:.^^JlMMigh).i h^e.iinti^pnteditbe 

kum .of >iieDDuii faifr/owhi i#ay^.: if IbeBe-^ roBnifls 

one Frenchman in this r(K>m>;\fho>4fiifQ9 tsiioubt 

my vesbhitioE. to. xefentt letetv an' improtMar smile 

uiat9, let hiitki«oconlyiii)yi ittd>^.iay5BNird isiby 

tnyis^^i/tomseiit ad affirtti^ tbut not to muvdev 

a^ frittld for n^bbnv.i! ;wdidd :die^.. 4nd wlio>: sits 

tbiBie <a :in<»niiment.:o£lGo«rtilitidn -abd i l^aveiy> 

xeadjiriwitfa jneto QbaUei%e the reit o^ thairooiB 

to!dMidlyt0ttDbfti^ if ^ttnymaii liakte even to.thiik 

amirtiiof fUuiitidiisectioBw*.' -.-'; .j .■ . .1 ■'.'. '..H 

■ lT^'iloUe<C9iidi]ctiof;t]Ree,toEi6 fri^ds-twas 

ApftaudMvby:(bBicoiBpai^>piJalenl^>\rfao felltthat 
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^4o eny ■ wai litinMn ; to ibigivs/ 'dMhe.^ :<The 

paidon of tfae^conotiwat >tealed !»y ikhe. tfmtoioes 

bf ikB mAttfOBny and the Idng so int applauded 

:bolh tlie dlspatantsy that he gate them the 



A NfiGRCVS REMARKS ONT DUELLING. 

<In the. matt flourishhig jpeiied «f the reign of 
:Loiils XIV.; two negib >oqtbs/'tfae sons of a 
' princey being: hrougfat to tb^ edu^t of France/ the 
'king'iippovnted.&jesuit'to instract them in letteK, 
i and in the Clicistimn Religion, and ^atre to each 
. of them a commission in the guards. '. The elder, 
/who was remaikable for his candour and inge- 
nuity, made greect ' improvement, mbre paiticu- 
larly in the doctrines of religion. A brutal feUow, 
. ^pon some dispute, '• insulted him with a Mow. 
The gallant youth ne?er. so'muc^ asofiferedto 
resent it. A person who was- his friend, took an 
opportoaity to talk with 1dm that evening, alone. 



^ IHTILUNO. ANECDOTS8. 

Upon fait behttTkNiTy whicli ke tdld fafanwafttib 
tame, eipoddUy In a solcUen - ^Is thine tben/' 
said the yaimg Afttean; ''one-iereiatioiifersol* 
4ien> andaBotberforinerchaiitsaiidgoivmnaMm? 
The good fiither to whom I owe mgr knowledge, 
has earnestly inculcated foigiveness of injuries 
(lone me, assuilng ilie fhata Christian was hy'no 
means to letaliaie. abases of any kind.'' ^* The 
l^ood fatbei/' replied his fiiend, ''may ftt yoa 
for a monasteiy by fais lessons, bht never for tiie 
army and nUes of a court In a woid,'' con- 
tinued he, '' if yoa do not caU the eokmel to an 
. account, you will be branded with the in&niy of 
cowardice, and have your oommission taken firom 
you.'' **1 would hin," answered the young 
man, '< act consistently Ui every thing ; but since 
you press me irith that regard to my honour, 
!N^iich you have always shown, I will wipe off so 
foul a stain, though I must own I gloried in it 
before;'' knmediatdy upon this, he desired his 
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to go from him, and appoint the aggressor 
to meet him early in the morning. Aooontingly 
tbcQr Biet and ibnght, and the brave youth dis- 
annail hia adversary, and forced him to ask his 
jMiidon ^mMkty. This done, the next day he 
Uirew up his oommisfiion, and desired the king's 
leave to return to his father. At parting, he 
embraced liis brother and his friend with teen in 
bia eyes, saying, '' He did not imagine the 
Christians had been such onaoconntable people, 
and that he could not oomprc^nd how their feith 
was of any use to them, If it did not influence 
their practice. In my ommtiy, we think it no 
dislionour to act up to the principles of our 
religion." 

SINGULAR DUELS IN AMERICA. 
The most singular modes of challenging, and 
fighting, have been adopted in America. In some 
cases it has been proposed that the parties should 

I 



Ci ANECDOTES, 
lay holJ on each othen fbrelock with the ligbi 
hand, and lue tbe thumb to gauge each othen 
eye oul : in othen to 1^1 with rifles : 1b others 
wilh buck shot: Ui othen with blunderbunea : In 
others with knives; and In others wKh ndbot 
jHikers, the |>artle9 being leated on a barrel of 
gunjiOHiler. 

In New Kent Coanty, no les fhan six present- 
n»snts have been found by the Gnnd Jiitf, ofolhrt 
Colonel Grave*, a member of Ibe li^lslature, at 
the prosecution of Arehlbnld Lacy, Tor sending 
TBriou! chsUenges to the prosecutor,— one of which 
vai to cast tots fot a cop of pure water, or a cup 
of deadly poison : anolber to go into tbe wood* 
armed with knives and ujiaccompanied by seconds. 
The prosecutor itbo weighed 2001te. and was a 
practised pugilist, wislied to fight a flsl-duel with 
Colonel Graves, who was of a weak coDslitutloD, 
and weighed only ISOlbs. Oiavesofleredtoftgbt 
a fitl-diiel if Lacy would pledge bii boDwto nteet 
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him afterwards with pistol^ Icnife^ or poison. Bat 
Lacy would not fight in any manner which en- 
dangered his existence. 

A FAMILY MAN'S ANSWER TO A 
CHALLENGE. 

Two friends quarreled at a tavern ; one of them 

Insisted upon satisfaction in a duel, and the other 

invited him to hreakfast before they fought^ which 

was agreed to. After breakfast the challenger 

reminded his host of the engagament^ who replied, 

** that amiable woman, and the six little innocents 

whom you saw at breakfast, depend upon my 

energies for their support ; and until you can stake 

something of an equal value, I think we shall be 

badly matched in mortal combat.'' ** Tou are 

tight," said the other, giving him his hand, ''let 

our friendship be restored, and this temporary 

interruption eternally forgotten." 



100 DUELLING ANECDOTES 

THE DANGER OF BEING SECONDS*. 

The man who acts at second, alwa^^s runs tbe 
hazard of becoming a principal himself. While- 
Major Pork and Mr. Matthew were engaged at a 
tavern in Dublin, Mr. Macnamara, the Second to 
the latter, having secured the door and drawn his 
sword, declared that in affairs of this description^ 
it was inconvenient to remain a cool spectator, 
ttnd, with Captain Creed's permis^on he wo^ld 
have the honor of entertaining him in the some- 
manner. The four fought until Park and Creed 
fell, covered with wounds of the most desperatot 
description. 

In the south of Irelaud, a Second agreed a 
few years since, that the Principals should leav& 
the ground after receiving and escaping each 
others fire seven or eight times; but protested 
against their shaking hands,-- which induced one 
of the Principal^ to say, that the other had a 
SGOimdrel for his adviser. This immediately 
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brought on a second duel, in which a pocket- 
handkerchief measoied the distance^ until one of 
the parties fall, never to behold his friends again. 

In Bfr. Deerhurst's description of the fatal duel 

between the Duke of B and Lord B , it 

is stated that a little pause having intervened in 
he work of deaths his Grace's Second proposed a 
econclliation^ '' but the ardent thirst after each 
others blood so overpowered the strongest argu« 
jnents of reason, that they insisted to execute 
each others will, whatever might be the conse- 
quence. Nay, the anger of his Grace was raised 
to such a height of revenge, that he swore if, for 
the future, either of the Seconds interfered be 
would make his way through his body; 

Nothing is more difficult than for Seconds to 
divest themselves of partiality for theh: Principals, 
to agree in their opinions of the case, or then: 
description of its management and issue. The 
most trifling feature in a verbal or written state - 
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Bient of the transaction^ may involve either of 
them in a serious quarrel with more indlndnals 
than one ; and the knowledge of these facts shoold 
encrease the caution of avoiding an office^ which 
never brings a man substantial honour^ and often, 
ends in an excruciating death-. 



ANTIDUELLING ASSOCIATION. 
The members of the Royal Family^ the Pro* 
testant and Roman Catholic Prelates, the Clergy 
and Ladies of the United Kingdom, and such 
Noblemen and Gentlemen as feel that the practice 
of duelling should be abolished or abated, are 
most respectfully solicited to lend their talent, 
influence, rank, and name, to the formation of a 
Society, the objects of which shall be, — 

1st. To promote a more general opinion that 
the practise of duelling originated in a false idea 
of true honour, and should be discountenanceil. 
^ this enlightened age,. 
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Sil. To promote the establist^ment of one or 
more Courts for the redress of injured feelings^ in 
aU such cases as are not witbin the spirit of ex- 
isting laws. 

3d. To obtain the enactment of new legislatiTe 
measures for the abolition of a practise which was 
despised by the bravest of manlcind^ including 
Turenne^ Raleigh, Caesar, and Napoleon. 



THE BEST MODE OF PREVENTING 
DUELLING. 

It is well known that duellists are frequently 
restrained by the fear of forfeiting a recognizance 
which binds themselves and their friends not (o 
violate the public peace, and that an improper 
sense of shame has influenced many a combat 
destructive of the peaoe of kmillesy and the lives 
of individuals. 

Let every person except the proiecutor, who 
&ball send, carry, or receive a message, or. be. 
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# 
present at, or in any way aooessaiy to the iSgfating 

of a dnsi, be subjected to a penally of one thou- 
sand pounds, and half his personal property ; let 
one half of such fbrfoiture be given to the prose- 
cutor, and the other half to the poor of tiie parish 
in which the ofifonce shall be oonunitted. Let 
every such offender be declared for ever incapa- 
ble of holding any honorable, confidential, or 
lucrative situation in the public service, of follow- 
ing any of the learned professions, of receiving 
any legacy, or of appearing at any place of pub- 
lic entertainment or amusement. 

In case of the death of either party, let the 
body of the deceased be soldered up in a leaden 
ooflin to prevent an offensive smell ; let it be drawn 
on eveiy anniversary of the death, for one hour 
upon a dedge through the most public parts of the 
town or city, next the scene of action, accompanied 
by the survivor, or in case of his flight from pub- 
lic justice, let him be represented by the common 
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executioner, with the word Cain upon his forehead^ 
and the name of the survivor upon his back ; let 
the cell of the survivor (when he is taken) be the 
tomb of the deceased. Let such measures as those 
be adopted by the sovereign, the legislature, the 
judges, the jurors, the magistrates, and the wit* 
nesses, and a vice will be banished from society, 
which destroys the peace of many a family, and 
the life of many a fellow citizen. 



lORM OF A BEQUEST TO AN ANTI- 
DUELLING ASSOCIATION. 

I give unto the Treasurer for the time being of 
the Society, established in Dublin, in the year 

1823, for preventing duelling, the sum of 

pounds, of lawful money of the united lAngdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, current iu Great Bri- 
tain ; to be paid within months after my 

decease out of such part only of my personal estate 
as shall not consist of chatties real, upon trust foi: 
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the puipoies of stid society ; and ion which the 
leoeipt of such Treasurer shall be a sufficient dis- 
charge.* 

* Devises of land, or of money charged on land, or 
secured on iportgage of lands or tenements, are void ; 
but money or stock may be given by will, if not di< 
rected to be laid out in land. 



FINIS. 



NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



Speedily will be published, 

The School for Patriots, and Benevolists, in- 
tended to promote the Love of Country, the 
healing of National Divisions, and oti^ 
benevolent objects, without offence to Sect 
or Party,by the Author of the present Work 2 6 

An Essay on the Worth and Influence of 
Woman, with highly Interesting Anec- 
dotes, by tiie same .<».., 3 6 



Materials are collecting for the following 

yVorks, for which communications, poHoge 

free, will be gratefully acknowledged, ifse^ 

to the Address mentioned in the Dedieatiom* 

$. d. 

1. — A collection of remarkable Duelling 

Cases, with other interesting documents 6 
2.— The Juror^s Monitor, containing seve- 
ral interesting Cases, in which innoeent 
Ptrsons have been capitaUy convicted 6 



KfiW PUBUCATIOXS. 

"%, — Mtudei detected, in a number of er- 
^ordinaiy instances 5 

4. — A Collection of extraordinary and en- 
tertaining Narratives S 

6, — ^A vindication of Providence, by nu- 
merous Cases of Divine Interposition.. 2 6 

6. — ]V^ralf|Dd entertaining Anecdotes .... S 

7.— Moral Songs 2 6 

8.— MoralWit 2 6 

- 9.--Moral Tales 5 

10. — Poems upon interesting Subjects, by 
, dilTerent Aatbors 5 

] 1 . — Letters upon iijteresting Sabjects, by 
ditto S 

12.~S^efecbes upon interesting Subjects, 
by ditto , S 

13.-!^A Monumental Record of certain 
^things "said, done, sung, or written, 
■ during the Royal Visits to Ireland, 
l$cotland, and Hunover 2 

14 — Fac Similies of the Hand-writinf of 
Sovereigns, Statesmen, Orators, Writ- 
•Ts, Artists, Patriots, Benovolents, (fee. 2 10 



